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This workshop is an introduction to the use of the philosophical Community of Inquiry to 

promote critical and creative thinking and ethical understanding in the classroom. It 

presupposes no formal training in philosophy or experience in teaching philosophy in 

schools. Completion of the two days of training, together with a short practical assignment, 

leads to the award of a Level 1 Certificate which is officially endorsed by the Federation of 

Australasian Philosophy in Schools Associations (FAPSA). 

The workshop presenters are academics and teachers with extensive experience in 

philosophy in schools, including the publication of internationally recognised books for 

teachers and the implementation of highly successful school programs. Notes on the 

workshop’s presenters can be found below.   

Bookings: Numbers are limited and it is advisable to book early. Late bookings can be 

accepted only if space is available. To book for the course, please contact Philip Cam at 

pacam@tpg.com.au  

Payment: The cost is $430 (full-time students $270) for the two day course, which includes 

morning tea and handouts. Payment can be made by direct debit to the Commonwealth 

Bank BSB 062498 Ac 10426568, or by a cheque made out to the Philosophy in Schools 

Association of NSW, posted to Dr Sandra Lynch, Institute for Ethics and Society, University 

of Notre Dame, P.O. Box 944 Broadway NSW 2007, in advance of the workshop. 

Program: An outline of the workshop program is included below.  

 

   http://www.philosophyinschoolsnsw.org/ 
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Watch Dan teach and listen to Phil talking about our work  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tk_B32HtnWg 

Dr Philip Cam is Adjunct Associate Professor in the School of Humanities 

and Languages at the University of New South Wales. He has a DPhil in 

Philosophy from the University of Oxford. Philip is President of the 

Philosophy in Schools Association of New South Wales and is an 

international authority on philosophy in schools. He has run workshops for 

educators in many countries as well as helping to pioneer the introduction 

of philosophy into schools in Australia. He has written extensively for 

teachers and students and his work has been widely translated. His books 

include Thinking Together, Twenty Thinking Tools, and Teaching Ethics in 

Schools, as well as philosophical stories published as the Thinking Stories 

series of storybooks, Sophia’s Question, a philosophical novella, and 

Philosophy Park, a history of philosophy in story form, all of which have 

accompanying teacher resource books.   

Dr Sandra Lynch is Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Institute 

for Ethics and Society at the University of Notre Dame Australia. She is a 

moral philosopher with publications in the areas of applied and 

professional ethics, friendship, values education, and the intersection of 

philosophy and literature. Her background as a school teacher and 

interest in the Philosophy in Schools movement has stimulated her work in 

promoting critical and creative thinking skills in schools and in university 

classrooms. Among her publications are Philosophy and Friendship 

(2005), Strategies for a Thinking Classroom (2008, with Gregory Leaney), 

and the co-edited collection Conscience, Leadership and the Problem of 

Dirty Hands (2015). 

As the Deputy Principal of Leichhardt Public School, Dan Smith is been 
a dedicated classroom practitioner with almost fourteen years’ 
experience teaching in NSW, Victoria and the UK. Dan is a Level 2-
trained philosophy educator who has helped to successfully lead and 
refine Philosophical Inquiry programs. Dan has extensive experience in 
developing lesson planning and resource kits in order for teachers to 
implement philosophy and building their own teaching capacity in the 
process. He has developed a consistent, whole school approach to 
implementing philosophy in classrooms from Foundation to Year 6 and 
has created a whole school program that builds on thinking skills from 
year to year. Dan’s passion is to teach teachers how to create a ‘thinking 
classroom’ by engaging in philosophical discussion. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tk_B32HtnWg


Outline of the Program 

Day 1 

9.00-9.30 Introduction to the idea of a classroom as a Community of Inquiry 

9.30-10.30 
“Plain vanilla” classroom session: Hands-on introduction, including warm-

up, introducing stimulus material, student’s questions, conducting 

discussion, small group activity or exercise and reflection. 

10.30-11.00 

 

Rules and tools for conducting discussion: Discussion rules and how to 

introduce them; building a basic thinking toolkit and establishing 

proficiency. 

Morning tea 

11.20-12.40 

 

Questions and Questioning: Developing the student as a questioner, 

early years questioning scaffolds, the Question Quadrant, Discussion 

Plans and the use of procedural questions in conducting discussion. 

Lunch 

1.20-2.50 
Conceptual Exploration: Introduction to conceptual warm-ups, categorical 

thinking, distinction-making and conceptual criteria through exercises and 

games 

2.50-3.00 
Q&A and discussion of “homework” in which teachers choose an 

introductory activity to run in their classrooms from a selection provided 

Day 2 

9.00-10.00 
Variations on “Plain Vanilla” including a classroom session based on 

things that were covered on Day 1  

10.00-10.30 
Discussion of participant’s initial classroom efforts: Teachers share and 

discuss what worked well and any difficulties 

10.30-11.00 

 

The basic pattern of classroom inquiry: Looking at a lesson in outline to 

see how it follows the pattern of inquiry 

Morning tea 

11.20-12.40 

 

Reasoning in Philosophy: An introduction to reasoning exercises and 

activities 

Lunch 

1.20-1.50 

1.50-2.40 

2.40-3.00 

 

Motivating Philosophy in the classroom 

Constructing discussion plans and designing exercises and activities 

Q&A and explanation of the short assignment required for completion of 

the Level 1 certificate 



 


